 Pain, 12 (1982) 
This book is the second in a series edited by Dr. Lipton. It contains 14 chapters on a wide variety of subjects, each written by an expert in his area. Unfortunately, the essays are not inter-related and their levels of sophistication vary widely. The first, and in many way best, essay is by Michael Bond, who addresses the issues of "Personality and pain." This is a very nice review and is recommended reading for anyone who deals with patients in chronic pain. The second essay by Basil Finer is a detailed discussion of the author's techniques in hypnotherapy. Fifty-four pages are then devoted to two chapters on "Pain in rheumatic conditions" by T.R. Littler. In fact, the discussion in this section involves far more than pain and is really centered upon the various forms of arthritis and inflammatory disease affecting the musculoskeletal system. The next chapter is on cervical spondylosis by R.V. Jeffreys; it does not contain significant new information on a subject which has already been extensively reviewed in many articles and books.
Sedzimir's chapter on "Lumbosacral root pain" presents his personal opinions as to the etiology and management of one of the causes of low back pain. This chapter suffers from the author's acceptance of virtually every published claim for efficacy of one form of therapy or another. A more critical interpretation of the data would improve this section. Next is a chapter entitled "Radiology of back pain" by J.F. Morle which nicely describes the various diagnostic studies using radiological techniques and other diagnostic tools. A brief chapter on "Peptides and pain" by David Bowsher is a nice synthesis of this important area up through 1977. Unfortunately, so much has happened in the intervening two years that the chapter is now out of date. Bowsher's chapter is followed by a chapter entitled "Acupuncture in pain relief" by Julian Kenyon. Science and antiscience are thereby juxtaposed. Kenyon's article does not add to our knowledge of the possible effects of acupuncture and contains no data to suggest that acupuncture is, in fact, of benefit in the treatment of pain. Uncritical inclusion of claims by others for the physiologic basis and clinical efficacy does not lead to improved understanding.
Next is a chapter on trigeminal neuralgia by John Miles. It is interesting to read how tic douloureux is managed in Liverpool: his method of performing gangliolysis and his lack of enthusiasm for suboccipital craniectomy with decompression of the trigeminal nerve (Jannetta) are in striking contrast to the current American scene. Mumford's chapter on "Atypical facial pain" is an excellent review of the many causes of facial pains and it should be recommended reading for dolorologists. The chapter on "Pain due to peripheral vascular disease" by Rose and Swerdlow is an extensive discussion of many aspects of peripheral vascular disease with mention made of the vari-0304-3959/82/0000-0000/$02.75 @ 1982 Elsevier Biomedical Press
